
Annotated Module Overview
Geodes® help educators reach a range of learners, including 
English learners and students with IEPs. Through thoughtfully 
selected content, engaging visual art, and explicit support of 
vocabulary development, students read to learn while learning 
to read. Inside Geodes® is a teacher resource that provides 
comprehensive information about each module as well as 
guidance on how to flexibly incorporate Geodes into a teacher’s 
literacy instruction.
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MODULE 1 AT A GLANCE: A WORLD OF BOOKS

Geodes Level 1 Module 1 Topic

Students explore the power of books shared across time and cultures. 

Set 1: Sharing Stories Set 2: Unusual Libraries

These books explore the art of storytelling.
§ Anansi and the Pot of Beans
§ The Story in the Cave
§ The Magical Stack
§ The Brothers Grimm

These books examine libraries from diverse cultures, 
places, and times. 
§ Library Cat
§ The Story Ship
§ A Library of Our Own
§ The Library of Fez*

Set 3: Bringing Books to Life Set 4: Books for All

These books investigate how illustrators add beauty 
and meaning to texts.
§ Just in Time
§ Fed by Art: The Work of Leo Lionni
§ Jerry Draws
§ An Illustrator at Work

These books celebrate how innovation increases 
access to books. 
§ How to Make Paper
§ The Printing Press
§ The Story of Louis Braille
§ A Library to Go

Geodes Module 1 Recurring Content Words

§ art
§ artist
§ book
§ books
§ colors

§ draw
§ library
§ read
§ story
§ time

Wit & Wisdom® Curriculum Connection: Grade 1 Module 1
In this unit of study, students journey to new places, meeting diverse characters whose lives change positively and 
irrevocably because of books. 

Fundations® Level 1 Alignment

Consonant-Vowel-Consonant words with three sounds, including the digraphs, all, am, an, and the suffix -s

§ Sets 1 and 2 through Fundations® Unit 3
§ Sets 3 and 4 through Fundations® Unit 6

* This book is designated as a Read Along. A Read Along is a book to be read aloud as students read along. These books fall in the range of 70–79% decodable. Students with very low 
decodability skills may listen without attempting to track so they can focus on the meaning of the story.

Names the overarching topic for 
books across the module

Summarizes the topic of the set 
and lists the associated book titles

Lists the content-based words that 
repeat throughout the module

Provides a link to correlating Wit & 
Wisdom® lessons and content

Highlights the phonetic focus of 
the texts and the connection to the 
Fundations® scope and sequence
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Book Notes
Each book has an accompanying Book Note that offers flexible 
teaching opportunities through a scannable, consistent structure 
that helps all students access the same text and extend their 
learning. Each Book Note was designed with the following features.BOOK NOTES
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Book Summary

Anansi, a mischievous spider of West African folktales, agrees to help his Nana in her garden in exchange for a 
delicious pot of beans. Unable to wait for the beans to cook, Anansi leaves his work to steal a taste, using his hat as 
a bowl. Hearing Nana, he throws his hat on top of his head and races out the door. In the end, the trick is on Anansi 
when the hot beans burn off his hair.

Teacher Note

Consider modeling how to read the names of the main characters, Anansi and Nana. Students may benefit from 
practice with these names. 

World Connection

There is evidence that this trickster tale originated in Ghana, a country in western Africa. 

ANANSI AND THE POT OF BEANS
Wit & Wisdom® Grade 1 Module 1: A World of Books
Set 1: Sharing Stories, Book 1
Literary 

Fundations® Focus Concept: CVC Words
80% Decodable at Fundations® Level 1, Unit 3
81% Decodable with Recurring Content Words

Anansi and the Pot of Beans
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Fundations® Alignment

Fundations® Decodable Words through Level 1, Unit 3
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Fundations® Trick Words through Level 1, Unit 3
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Words Not Yet Decodable in Fundations® through Level 1, Unit 3
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Shows alignment with Wit & 
Wisdom module

• Shows alignment with
Fundations® scope and
sequence

• Indicates newly learned
phonetic concepts and
elements integrated into text

• Lists decodability percentages

• Offers suggestions to boost
student accessibility or reading
experience

• Presents custom information
related to book to support
understanding of new content

Summarizes book and key ideas

Supports planning by listing 
Fundations® Decodable Words, 
Fundations® Trick Words, and  
words not yet decodable in each 
book as aligned with Fundations® 

scope and sequence

Connects information in the book 
to knowledge about the world
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Anansi and the Pot of Beans

Recurring Content Words Routine Additional Vocabulary Practice

One of the words you will see in this book is story.
§ This word is story. 
§ Read it with me: story.
§ In this book, the storyteller tells a story about 

Anansi.
§ Story. 
§ Read it with me: story.

Let’s talk about another word in this book. 
§ This word is trick. 
§ Read it with me: trick. 
§ In this book, the word trick is a verb that 

means “to fool someone.” It can also be a noun 
that means “a joke or prank.” 

§ Anansi tries to trick Nana (pp. 10–12).
§ Trick. 
§ Read it with me: trick.

Other Recurring Content Words: time Additional Vocabulary: beans, cook, hair, plant, seeds

Comprehension Discussion Guide

General
§ Who are the characters in this book?
§ What is the setting?
§ What is the problem?
§ What is the resolution?

Specific
§ What type of creature is Anansi? 

§ Anansi is a spider. 

§ What does it mean for something to be “from 
back in time”? 

§ It means something happened a long time 
ago. 

§ How does Anansi try to trick Nana? 

§ Anansi tries to trick Nana by hiding the 
beans in his hat. 

§ Why is Nana angry?

§ Nana is angry because Anansi tastes the beans 
before he finishes his job in the garden.

§ Why is the trick on Anansi?

§ Anansi thinks he can trick Nana and eat the 
beans. In the end, he hurts himself, and Nana 
finds out.
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Anansi and the Pot of Beans

mage Discussion Guide

Possible Opening Questions

§ What do you notice about the images? What do you wonder? 
§ What can you learn from the images? How do the images build your knowledge?

Page Things to Notice More to Discuss

3 There is a house on this 
page.

This is a traditional house design made from mud, thatch, and grass.

5 Nana has a lot of dots on 
her head. 

These dots are eyes. Most species of spiders have eight eyes. 

8 It looks like we are above 
Anansi.  

Perspective is how things are seen from a particular angle or point of 
view. This point of view allows the reader to see what is inside the pot. 

14 A group of children is  
listening to the story. 

Storytellers pass down tales from one generation to the next.

Teachable Moments

Fluency  | Reading Italics

Books use italics, or slanted print, to draw attention to certain words. Fluent readers often change their voices or 
expression when they read words in italics. There are examples of italicized text in both the book and the teaser 
on the back cover. 

Read italicized sentences, adding the intended emphasis for fluency. Repeat the reading with students joining in, 
and then release them to read with a partner.

Text Structure | Identifying the Narrator

A narrator tells a story. Sometimes the narrator is a character in the story, but not always. 

Ask: “Who is telling the story in Anansi and the Pot of Beans?” 

Encourage students to return to the book to support their thinking with details.

Response Journal Ideas 

§ Write about something in this book that surprised you. 
§ Use details to describe the main character.
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Builds vocabulary through consistent 
routines and specifies suggested words 
for practice

Measures comprehension through 
general questions that correspond to 
genre as well as questions specific to 
each text. Specific discussion questions 
provide possible responses to monitor 
student understanding.

Deepens learning through discussion 
and illuminates rich content knowledge 
conveyed by the images

Integrates opportunities to practice 
with fluency, vocabulary, language, and 
style and conventions, as well as text 
features and structure

Creates opportunities to record 
learning and boost writing fluency 
through a variety of responses, 
including dictating, drawing, or writing
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