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Talking Tool

Share Your Thinking
I know . . . .

I did it this way because . . . .

The answer is  because . . . .

My drawing shows . . . .

Agree or Disagree
I agree because . . . .

That is true because . . . .

I disagree because . . . .

That is not true because . . . .

Do you agree or disagree with ? Why?

Ask for Reasoning 
Why did you . . . ?

Can you explain . . . ?

What can we do first?

How is  related to ?

Say It Again
I heard you say . . . .

 said . . . .

Another way to say that is . . . .

What does that mean?
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Learn more

PROMPT  
STUDENT DISCOURSE 
Available in English and Spanish

NCTM_Table Top Activity_Talking Tool and Thinking Tool_091225_FINAL.indd   1NCTM_Table Top Activity_Talking Tool and Thinking Tool_091225_FINAL.indd   1 9/16/25   2:46 PM9/16/25   2:46 PM



Thinking Tool
When I solve a problem or work on a task, I ask myself

Before Have I done something like this before?

What strategy will I use?

Do I need any tools?

During Is my strategy working?

Should I try something else?

Does this make sense?

After 
What worked well?

What will I do differently next time?

At the end of each class, I ask myself

What did I learn? 

What do I have a question about?
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PROMPT STUDENT  
PROBLEM SOLVING 
Available in English and Spanish
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