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Welcome to Arts & Letters
One Coordinated System. Two Complementary Strands.

Arts & Letters™ is a K–8 literacy program designed to help every student become a confident, 
capable reader. In grades K–5, two strands work in concert to develop every student as a 
skilled reader.

Scarborough, Hollis S., Handbook of Early Literacy Research, vol. 1,  
edited by Susan B. Neuman & David K. Dickinson, © 2001 The Guilford Press. 
Reprinted with permission.

 

 

SKILLED READING:
Fluent execution and 
coordination of word 
recognition and text 
comprehension

increasingly
strategic

increasingly 

automatic

SIGHT RECOGNITION
(of familiar words)

DECODING (alphabetic principle,
spelling-sound correspondences)

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS
(syllables, phonemes, etc.)

WORD RECOGNITION

LITERACY KNOWLEDGE
(print concepts, genres, etc.)

VERBAL REASONING
(inference, metaphor, etc.)

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
(syntax, semantics, etc.)

VOCABULARY
(breadth, precision, links, etc.)

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
(facts, concepts, etc.)

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

THE MANY STRANDS THAT ARE WOVEN INTO SKILLED READING

Skilled  
Reading

Arts & Letters™: 
Language Arts (K–8)  
builds the knowledge, 
vocabulary, and 
thinking skills that 
students need to 
understand complex 
texts.

Arts & Letters™: 
Reading Foundations 
(K–5) develops the 
foundational skills that 
students use for word 
recognition, fluency, 
and comprehension 
skills through explicit 
systematic instruction.

Together, the two strands—grounded in 
the Science of Reading and designed to 
support teacher expertise—create a clear, 
dependable path to skilled reading.
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Logging In

Log in at digital.greatminds.org using the login 
credentials provided.

1. Explore Module Resources
•	 Select your grade level, then choose a 

module or volume to explore.

•	 Within a module, you’ll find

	} Module Overview, Lesson Learning 
Goals, Select Module Texts and 
Volume of Reading resources, and 
Assessment Resources and Trackers.

2. Dive into Lesson Materials 

•	 Expand an arc (Language Arts) to find 
lessons (Language Arts and Reading 
Foundations) and resources such as

	} Teach book, Lesson Slides, and 
lesson-level resources, including 
PDFs, videos, and visuals.

3. �Access Supporting 
Resources

•	 See the appendices for additional 
resources, including

	} Knowledge Cards, Reference Charts, 
Teacher Edition Answer Supports,  
and Text Analysis.

Digital Platform
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Digital Support for Both Strands
Digital resources help teachers plan, teach, assess, and deliver 
Arts & Letters instruction with confidence.

Digital Resources

Digital Teacher Materials

Learn | Read | Steps 1 to 4

Tomás and the Library Lady

ARTS & LETTERS | © Great Minds PBC

Teach books provide access to lesson 
guidance, routines, instructional notes, 
and embedded supports for both 
Language Arts and Reading Foundations.​

Ready-to-use slides help teachers guide 
instruction, display lesson content, 
and keep routines consistent across 
classrooms.​

Digital access to student-facing 
resources supports preparation, 
projection, and flexible use of materials 
during instruction.​

Implementation guides and videos 
help teachers, coaches, and leaders 
understand the design of the program 
and prepare for instruction.​
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Digital Resources

Digital Assessments 
and Reporting​
•	 Assessment materials and 

trackers help teachers monitor 
progress and inform next steps.​

	} Assessments are available 
to support print or digital 
administration.​

•	 Reporting tools provide class 
and student insights aligned to 
grade-level expectations.

Digital Student Materials
•	 Learn books support Language Arts 

instruction with knowledge-building 
passages, writing prompts and 
checklists, and vocabulary or grammar 
skills practice.​

•	 Practice books support Reading 
Foundations instruction with practice 
and application of phonics skills, word 
reading, and handwriting.​

•	 Magpie Literacy™ provides digital 
practice and screening support for early 
literacy development.​
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Digital Assessments 
and Reporting
Assign and launch assessments directly from the platform. 
Assessment types include 
the following:

•	 Listening Comprehension 
Assessments—tools for 
monitoring comprehension 
across texts

•	 Module Tasks and 
End-of-Module Tasks— 
extended demonstrations 
of knowledge, reading, 
and writing

Navigate to your grade-level 
module and select the 
Assessments tab to browse 
and assign.

Reporting
•	 Monitor student progress 

with detailed student 
reports, class insights, 
and standards-based 
performance.

•	 Use reports to identify 
students who need 
additional support or 
extension.

Digital tools are designed to 
align directly to instruction, 
reinforcing learning without 
adding complexity.

Digital Resources
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Everything You Need for 
Comprehensive ELA Instruction
Components support clear instruction, targeted guidance, 
and ongoing assessment.

Language Arts (K–8)

4 | Module 1 Arts & Letters | © 2025 Great Minds PBC

figurative (adj.)

Definition

involving the meaning of a word or phrase that 

is different from its ordinary or usual meaning

Sample Sentence

A figurative way to describe someone as kind is 

to say that they have a heart of gold.

Image Credit: Mix and Match Studio/Shutterstock.com

figurative

GRADE 4

Module 1

A Great Heart
LE ARN

Teach book  
(Teacher Edition) 
Supports instruction 
from start to finish 
with clear, teacher-
friendly lessons.

Prologue for Language 
Development 
Flexible lessons 
introduce key concepts 
and context ahead of 
core instruction.

Learn book  
(Student Edition) 
Captures learning 
through organizers, 
tasks, and more.

Whole Books 
Engage students in reading 
experiences through 
knowledge-rich trade books.

Knowledge Cards 
Reinforce explicit vocabulary 
students encounter in their 
reading and discussion.

Knowledge-Building Components
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Knowledge-Building Components

Reading Foundations (K–5)

Song of 
Summer

written by Emily Climer 
illustrated by Sebastià Serra 

Zip
The Sheepdog
illustrations by Juan M. Moreno

GRADE 4

PR ACTICE

CURSIVE

ARTS & LETTERS Reading Foundations | © 2027 Great Minds PBC
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Teach book  
(Teacher Edition) 
Supports instruction 
from start to finish 
with clear, teacher-
friendly lessons.

Practice book  
(Student Edition) 
Strengthens learning 
through purposeful, 
aligned practice.

Decodables (K–2) 
Provide students with 
opportunities to 
apply phonics skills in 
connected reading.

Handwriting 
Supports writing development 
through integrated 
instruction, including cursive.

Classroom Resources  
and Manipulatives 
Make abstract skills visible and 
encourage active learning. 



​Learn more at  
greatminds.org/english/artsletters​
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Build Skilled Readers with Confidence 

Arts & Letters is a K–8 literacy program that unites language 
comprehension and foundational skills within one coordinated 
system, ensuring literacy instruction is aligned, purposeful, 
and consistent across grades.

https://gmgre.at/4wHcVun

