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adversity (n.)

Definition

a difficult situation or condition; misfortune or 

tragedy

Sample Sentence

The farmer faced adversity when the corn 

crop died.
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depression (n.)

Definition

a period of time in which there is little 

economic activity and many people do not 

have jobs

Sample Sentence

During the Great Depression, many people 

stood in line to get free food.
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devastating (adj.)

Definition

causing great damage or harm

Sample Sentence

A devastating dust storm threatened the town.

Image Credit: Science History Images/Alamy Stock Photo
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economy (n.)

Definition

the process or system by which people produce, 

sell, and buy goods and services in a country 

or region

Sample Sentence

People can buy more goods when the economy 

is strong.

Image Credit: LightField Studios Inc./Alamy Stock Photo
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hardship (n.)

Definition

pain and suffering

Sample Sentence

The family worked together to overcome 

hardships after the storm.
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levity (n.)

Definition

a lack of seriousness; an amusing quality

Sample Sentence

People enjoyed the musicians’ levity.

Image Credit: Farm Security Administration/Office of War 
Information Photograph Collection (Library of Congress)
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migrate (v.)

Definition

to move from one country or place to live or 

work in another

Sample Sentence

The family migrated to another state to 

find work.

Image Credit: Farm Security Administration/Office of War 
Information Photograph Collection (Library of Congress)
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perseverance (n.)

Definition

the quality that allows someone to continue 

trying to do something even though it is 

difficult

Sample Sentence

The family showed perseverance in the face of 

difficulty.

Image Credit: Restored version — dust, scratches, and stains 
removed — via Wikimedia Commons. Original photograph 
courtesy Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA/
OWI Collection, [LC-DIG-ppmsc-00241]
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resilience (n.)

Definition

the ability to become strong, healthy, or 

successful again after something bad happens

Sample Sentence

The new crop of corn grew high because of the 

land’s resilience.

Image Credit: ClassicStock/Alamy Stock Photo
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transient (adj.)

Definition

staying somewhere only a short time

Sample Sentence

Some transient populations of people rode 

trains to travel from place to place.
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