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endure (v.)

Definitions

1.	 to continue to exist; to last for a period 

of time

2.	 to deal with or accept something unpleasant 

for a long time

Sample Sentences

1.	 The Greek temple has endured for 

thousands of years.

2.	 The Greek temple endured many attempts 

to destroy it.
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fortune (n.)

Definitions

1.	 good or bad luck

2.	 wealth; riches

Sample Sentences

1.	 He had the good fortune to find the treasure.

2.	 He hoped the treasure map would lead him 

to a fortune.

Image Credit: Leka Sergeeva/Shutterstock.com
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heroic (adj.)

Definition

having or showing great courage

Sample Sentence

The city welcomed the heroic woman.

Image Credit: Jean-Jacques Scherrer/Musée des Beaux-Arts via 
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illuminate (v.)

Definitions

1.	 to shine a light on something

2.	 to make something clear and easier to 

understand

Sample Sentences

1.	 The sunlight illuminated the statue.

2.	 The teacher added notes to illuminate the 

difficult task.
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invention (n.)

Definitions

1.	 a useful new device or process

2.	 the act of creating something new

Sample Sentences

1.	 The clock was a new invention to keep track 

of time.

2.	 Creativity and invention helped people 

develop the clock.
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muse (n.)

Definition

a source of inspiration, especially for a poet

Sample Sentence

The muse inspired the writer to draft a 

new poem.
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myth (n.)

Definition

a story that was told in an ancient culture to 

explain a practice, belief, or natural occurrence

Sample Sentence

Long ago, the Greeks told myths about 

gods and goddesses to explain the world 

around them.
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nemesis (n.)

Definitions

1.	 a source of harm or ruin

2.	 an opponent that cannot be beaten or 

overcome

Sample Sentences

1.	 Hurricane season is a nemesis for people 

living by the ocean.

2.	 The cat was the dog’s nemesis.
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story (n.)

Definitions

1.	 a description of imaginary events that is told 

as a form of entertainment

2.	 a description of how something happened

Sample Sentences

1.	 The story was a fairytale from long ago.

2.	 The teacher told the story of how the school 

got its name.
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victory (n.)

Definition

defeat of an enemy or opponent

Sample Sentence

The Greeks honored the athlete’s victory by 

crowning him with a laurel wreath.
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